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JOAN THE WAD 

X Wl LUCKY CORNISH P1SKEY 

SEES ALL, HEARS ALL, DOES ALL 

JUAN THE WAD a Queen of tlie Lucky CoroiJi Piskeys. Thousands of pccvins all over the world claim thai 

HISTORY FREE FOR A STAMP 
If sou -ill send nit your name mill addrem and a 6d. sump and a stamped addressed enie-lupe (or repl). I mil ww* 
you a HlllOfy of the Cornish I'iskcj holt, and (ric rnanell U u* miracles lli.i aw.rnplish. JOAN THE WAD b. 
[he Queen of the Luiky Ornish Piskets. and wifb whom good luck and cood health always uueud. 

AS HEALER M 

h^he^ much easier" *Do you ttonTlriis is due to Joan^r tic Water from the Lucky well? " '"l 
AS LUCK BRJNGER 

but, coincidence if you like, uithin a week I pot s much belter job and my wife had some money left her. Since 
then we have never looked back and, needless to say, swear by 1 Queen Joan V 

AS MATCHMAKER 

A young tjirl wroteand v 



AS PRIZEWINNER 

tsful, although ] have not ran 



AS SPECULATOR 

i that for several yeais 1 couldn't giveaway They were I - shares, and all of 
1 lo 7/9. I happened to he staring at Joan Hie Wad. Purs imagination, you 
itil, appro vinyl; I ^*'IJ ..ut. reimL-.LL.i Mil Iil.i,^.. lL t jlk' iici | in Mil .iiul have 



istd mvelepe for At h, 
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STRANGE ADVENTURES 

" THE GREEN DIMENSION" 

A, 

N. WESLEY FIRTH 



E3flUTki3VaA 3DHAAT2 

rffl iA«riKi«ri in iAu iooi art fictitiow. 
If Iht namrs of atlual prnom afpttt II a 
a maur of mAmWMm, 

V*v MOI2H3MIQ H33AO 3HT " 



i wit dever— ■ ItrrJe mo clever. For In the end be pliyed dfrtcily (mo ihe 
MA of iht winged men o[ ihe fan vrorli And Benson never ctme bickl 
ling, often unming nury of ilrange idientura in ■ world beyond ihc knowledge 



THE GREEN DIMENSION 



N WESLEY FIRTH 



Taylor pointed proudly 10 (be neaT. white ■.peedboat 
moored n i he site of iht river 

" Then it is. Dad," he told the while -haired, lun- 
luuied old man Handing bciide him. " Jiui the ihing 
for ui. Wirh Thji iit L un gel from ihi: plantmion io the 
iDouih of ihc river in Unci houri Qn — and ihai piece uf 



The old man mniei 



aually pile) ihe rivei 
Jimmy hupped inio me out an 
"ruing fur 1 spin right noirf" 



The eld mm hnluitd: " 1 doo'i bra*, Jimmy— ifi 
(he mm. Tntsc laiy BnotMnr-nnthing native toys of 
mine — the second they know I've gone they'll imp ill 

" We Wi be gone long," pleaded. Jiratny. "Ten 
minutes or so Juki alung the river u In u Kimimi 
Mountain, then right tack." 

II. father gave in, .1 he imliy d. 



: Dad— tout « Mil" 



nn noiseleuly and 



" She .cri.iiiilv is. What are you going to c 
Jimmy gtinned " Thai'i your privilege, Da 

Vl,li :l- ijir it>r her." "jeV^^fc 



" Can 



e boat He laid 



anything — anything down there 



He took the wheel whilst Jimmy wei 
and peered down. He laid : " Yea — the 
—damned big. Moving along by the si 
whit the nW— " 

He leaned claw to the twirling waicn. 

" Holy smoke, it look Hke—likc a pom -Im-fii* 

Hta rather grated: " Hut I nntr m > iraroi 



:m," Jim 



- 1 wouldn't, Jimm 
" Why not' The; 



Is belt, tali: " ID give 
like the look 0/ them." 

m us. They're marine 



" They've gone." 

His fither aaid: "Good. I don't like anvihing I 
cin't eiplain — and 1 certainly couldn't eipliin ihote; 
want the wheel hack, Jimmy? 

" No, Dad. Stick to it a while. Put 'er through '<r 

P *Hc itosd looking backwards whilst iiii father, ai 
delighted ai a Md with anew my, aent the crlfttaatbag 
1 1 . r . ugh itir Oilier smoothly. They were alnsoat it 
Kumnn .M.iLinrjain when Jimmy lumped neneral inches 
from the bnardi and guped: 



i glanced round. 
hiiahiU. 
m the water r. 

: they bad £ 



ic large, starfish - 

■ it was unlike 
[retching neck 



awkwardly, 



■J la a tiny head and beak which might have belonged 
1 an over-sized black swan. The body behind was 
gar-shaped, end in « 



a teal. Midway from the body, at 
were two snaring attaeirmcnit that might 
cither tins or wing*, li was on their armea- 




: like bloody daggers, 
'aylar gave a sharp cry as one 
acton nil /orehrad. Jimmy it 



Both soared aloft again, gaining height. Jimmy 
gasped : " Hold the boat steady, Dad. 1 didn'i know 
we were going to find that piece of artillery of ours 

He manned the loaded gun, iwivelled it, lighted It, 
and aent a stream of tracer bullets racing towards the 
iwo crtanrrei. They obviously possessed a degree of 
inrr-lliciwr I 11 [hi- iscapnn sr.,i. ihrt verre.l hh.irpli 
in •!„■ :.fl,i. mute:! b.i, V Ih.-iT pndi, in.', llw. ,i„,l t ,-.l 

The flving things swooped a 
ducked ai ftr- 

>.:,! mi H„ ■ 



ii toe devil ut they}' summered Mr. Taylot, 




psized, throwing the 

two men Into the swift rim 

The TOT juddennesi of it threw them off guard. 
Jnrumy found himself iq the murky depths, fighting 
against the current, momentarily Hindi 

He brake surfucc, stared round frantically loi 
" was drifting, same d 

Mr. Taylor was treading 



be strong as nxer 
" I'm oil right 
His words chl 



! hi i: =■ mr ii'JJ 
you ,11 right? 1 
get mil of tout, Jimmy — " 
mo i shout of agony suddenly; 
eh uce mm in aipasm of piin. and he went heneath 

Jimmy nave a cry of alarm, struck out strongly 

M n i watui m tntai MM dived — 
The threshing had ceased suddenly. In [he thick 
waters he failad to see anything. AH wu still, eicrpt 
for the current which was bearing him away from the 



Hel 



the surfac* of Ihc ri™ wis dyed 
:h was even now carried forward to 
tin his shirt with watery blond, 
.1 It his sides — now there wis no 



The mtn at the trading pott at the mt 
yen puxzled. Puzzled by leveril t) 
ppenid that afternoon. There was th 



■loam? Unlets there's been an accident." 

" An' it'd take same accident to upset a boat like thii. 
The river ain't ao bid. I can't figure it out, what's 
happened." 

" of the other men poinied towards the slimy 
Had also dragged 



Mcrton p 
l.,.,|.!i,«,k, .' 



They dragged ir In: (hey laid It en the hank. 

" Hell!" aid Merlon, In I've, "the face It aure 
ntmsed up, but— I think thl> Is oU Taylor, bora!" 

It on old Taylor. And with the realisation that 
things were far more serious than they hid tipectrd. 

Efti starching dillprntJy. 

They didn't find Jimmy Jimmy was waterlogged. 
»m lyinj^ n the bottom the rlvt* in the deeper. 



inse of the plant. Then the air lltiet responded ro the 
Irm hand at in control! and banked atneply. 
Trent nwpptd hl« brow: "Good Lord: "hit the 

" I declare I rem law a thing like It," Tommy Mid, 
da Southern drawl coming our strong in moment" of 



6 like bell. Heck I V™ 



Mm™ laid: " Bot hv the look of tl 
dragged out of the river, they m firhn'" 

"Now it seen, they're r-mf,!" cnini,-! 

They could only stare helplessly after the 
ing creature, until it was a mere apeck rn th 



Mt ain't enoojrji. man, Its gamin'—" 
the plane The engines throbbed and n 



^ewneo, stramcu nia ryr* i 
hnrrline ahead, through tl 1 

Soon be tbere note, Trent. 



The flying creature plunged vicioualy bio the port 
propeller There was i savage acrerunlng, a slashing of 
alien flesh, and the body of the living thing plummetled 
to lie sea. With the port engine slopped, the liner 
limped onwards— 



"Yep. Think the Lord inert tome 
I'd -tuck tn being a phimb-T like my - 
Trent. "Not that I don't Mb flying— 



" You're a lucky gov She won't give me a tumble." 
Treat ttifrtied, peered harder. He Mid: " Hey— 
:v, tan ww aee what / see? Whatirit?" 



tu icui.ed right forward tn glare fr 
:n. shading hi* eyes with M» hand. 
I noki like j kite, maybe — " he venc 



The co Mid : » * 
heading right tbia wa; 
The dark shape tl 



ee—it gen bigger — Ir's 
9 flying towaiefa them 



Iwbet In arutc drill -kin and open-necked blouse. 

Attn struggled from hit hunting jacket, aaid: 
- Bawati— - 

"' Yas. iah?" Their number one boy 'lepprd forward 



The co was 1"" >-■ i-.v vnttthtng hn owi 
answer. The flying thing grew darker, largi 

vjpped -uiHenlr: a** ■ 

fl f.yi\ It's heading straight for rhr tfe>! Pull un 
—full tip. Trent- -" III' ■ ■■■ c ' ■■■■I'd nivai .! ■ -V rr-»vv 

body of the flying creature smashed violently Into rh- 



Anna said : " Well, lu-t what do ynu propoM in do 
now. my sweet? We've followed e'enhnnL I poor wbi n 
mi insisted was recent, but which Hawala mid >ou was 

it least frwr da-rs old. for f«Vce hour) — we're no nearer 



o Bawlla in future and do u Iwacrriiei 
■ dI tlwie buttitfSti} IWdtiMW ii rt 



liiW tint ipu 



" WlMtM 1 remember ihla fail 

'i nted 10 know," she told hlto. 
h Kiue — they're like homiiifl 

meiy. " Oh? And haven't 7 a 



iKiur f«na i lin! 
' Alan wiio Trails 

Aoilii smiled ir. 



I pwr and kitwi him lightly 



onfirtnrd my judgment." 



" Well, anyhow, I'm tilling ihe mil 

one. That'i the Uli one." 

not, puukd : " Whicu Irail ari ,. 



" Yea Sib?" 

"We co ill dm* amp. Make 'noiher itan 
■narrow. V™ be puide [hen. Siwy?" 

" Siyvy, Bah. Me jtuide you fine- Know all tnilt. 

The ihrea turned ruiind, Btwala carrying rhe he 
dephnnt guna, hading Chun back to ibe camp. T 
came re an intersection, whera two rough mill ran 

Bawila tookthe right-hand on. Abu hailed 



■r dlhiincth'." Aam grunted. 



1 Yon know, do ynu? 
Riwsli admiiifd that: ' 

■■ V.. ■ 



d Alan, triumphantly " 

g, yon are the mont pig-hi 



did I loll tnu>" 
Rnhaiighed: " Rii 
i ri.rp. pnpnadmi. knnw-iti I rrrr inn. I urmtiium 
Mnndrr U'hal on earth it wai that airrncred me )□ you. 
It couldn't hive been the lire of your willei— youhad 



-. ihr.ll 



tj ht-flM! 



j Tan kit ji the right," gnipted 
Don't be delihcrinly itupid, darling. 

riclit nil which ii the fa/f trail." 
Anna Hired hdid at Hawaii, Alin 



In, annoyed 

ii " VbU*n 
i'i auddanl) 

ting the U\< 



tinted white. L« me get thii i 
-:.k ri A »i luii. isn't thai ill 1 " 

" Yti— the left one." 

Anm clutdicd despairingly at I 
Alin, imp the croai alii act. 
aailr lithat right now?" 

" Thirt left— <Wi right." 

Anu groaned: "No mort— juit itarl u 
*i- r. Airli you i couldn't Maud any more 

Bawili uld: "1/ ymi be taking kit o 



it further convemttot. Anna, feeling like one 
if Abbot and ilturello— ihe une half—followed 
Rawala. ihaking bi> >.™lly hlack hud. followed 



■ i U antmili, etc. 



It in i small clearing, li was 



ling i I F ■ l. * 1 1 . ... i.. ii ii did come. T 
Tbcy «U knew ihcy weren't going to 
position here, in the jungle night. 
Alan glanced about He uid: " V 
" Yes," agreed Anna. H Here we a: 



Now don't try and shift the blame, darling. You 
in lined on pi ■ ring big white guide, heap great eipforer. 
Tumi rxacik where have you landed us? 



ruher trust um big while dm. Him know way 

Anna almost erplodecl wfth TBertrmear. Alan aaiu: 
" Er~-yes, of course. Hem — but — all — " 

Bawila Hid : " Bas, me not certain if can get back 
tn camp now. Soon it he dark— it lun aet before we 
find camp, no can search any more. Me fry— " 

Aian Jiid "Try, Bawala. Do your damndest. 
There'i a bonus lor von if vnu can find it before dark." 

Bawala showed gleaming icrth in a pleased mile. 

He knew though, thai there was very -light hope of 

hv the dogma tlc^ Alan. ' Bawala tried hard. He liked 
Alan, and Alan's wift. They treated him more like a 
human being than the majority of whrHj lordi who Clint 
to hunt big game. And aside from the annoying afreak 
"f self mnridenct, Alan wan a fine specimen of younc 
Uv-r.sh manhood, hi! wrung wife fully matching him 
from the female side. 

■nnek for ihr night. Aside from the danjrer There was 
the diKomfnn. That war, great, Thay would not be 
used to that. Added m which they were here on a 
holiday— for plramr 



if Bawala hi 



if Africa, he could n 
<eal the onrushing d; 
[be bear number one , 



It the 



arcyneas descended on the jungle, B 
" Five minutee il be drk~" 
Alan Hid: "We'll hare 10 try an 

*! tan trill find nur way through." 



'"if Jin uid : 



a preaa along until it gen 



Bawala shrugged, took up the trail once more, Hii 
cyet peered kernlv at the ground KIitc him. He said 
"AIT Be white man here—" 

" White man? Recently?" said Anna, eagerly, 

" One hour— two hour— may hayr camp here. Me 
follow trail?" V 

Alan nodded, and they pressed on, ai fa-r a- Bawala's 

there it itemed pmsibie there would be a cimp 'They 
hoped for the beat and followed Bawala And £• MidtJ 
aeeeded anything they had hoped for For as the inki- 
nen of the African night deacended upon them, they 
' a Wat white house standing 



"Me in a wide clearing I 



my word, it is almost ten yean Am t had visitor! In 
these quanen. Step in, madam, and you, rtr." 

He waj an charming that they felt Injunlly at their 
ease. He might have been living in Berkeley Square 
and they paying a wcial call. He was round and small. 



Alan uid : 

" Yuu ' 1 »™ r ^ Ah— yon are going to stay for • time, 

" Well, i* a matter of fact, we're hopdeasly Ion . . ." 
Eicellcot Tell year boy my native took .ill 
and accommodate him at the back. You atcri imnl. 

They mpped The place wa. neat, clean, white, ail 
"hue li ii j'. mrstigclv, tilr.l thrnipg|,™i j n ihe faahion 
of a laboratory. The small man smiled 

"Surprised to find such a place here, eh? But 1 dote 
on clennlinesa. Cteanlineaa and efficiency. These walls 
have about them audi an nduptic look, don't you 



They d 



think. They said to. He fluttered on: 
il Benson— George Benson. I Uvt here." 
■ courteously: ■' I am Alan CUytoo—my 



'"You— you i ■ ' sbculcd An. 
She nepped on. to the raindih Ftom -he ;ungle 
cunt ■ Wild. untamable miring A acurtiot. • high 
i - tut ■!■ • ' l-i ■ r ( muling. 
I - in. sijfn. Urnas night bn!t, leopirdt When 



,1.|lin.;" 



is beck, and jat down. Sht 
s. and wept quietly, 
nine wnn'i help, cither. You've 



the theory that length, breid 
dimensions, ind the fourth w 
misgucn. The fourth dimei 



i eyes k 
really I" 



She w 



rt.fy?" 



He bent md kissed her Then straightened again u 
itepa Bounded from the hall Anna hrcaihcd ■ " Don't 
forget— humour him. He's mid — '• 

Rcnion rime buttling in, his cherubic feature! 
wreathed in a ph. i rr '-'I- I h ■.■ - v-.i Iimti ■ .vr >h 

I've said to you— -you people think I'm mad?" 

lineomly " Vhti laUrol" 



They tried to appear is aim as possible. He i 
down and faced them He pui his finger tips togetl 
like a benevolent village pawn He said : 

" I lead a quiet, hermit-like existence nut here — f 



ties I ™ always mnl particularly interested fn mea- 
phuicsvThe science til being and knnwint— mainly 

i.. i, i i ,. ■ 

Mnrr parrkutnrlv T was fascinated by the postibllty of 
there bring olhtt dimeauioiu — yon hive, of count, 
heard of the fonrtn dtmndim}" 



" All right." Miiil Anun Lalrnlv, sitting 

wait unril you want mi In do something for yoii— " 

Akn grinned suddenly ind held cut his cigarette 
packet to her. He said : " Darling, let'a smoke the pipe 
ofpaee. And I'll make myself perfectly dear: frankly, 
if v.w hadn't been with me, I'd have chanced it and 
irled to mike camp even In dirkness. But you art 
with me. And I wouldn't "pose ymi to the countleia 
dangers out there for nets of pure gold. That'i the 



Cellophane, fror. _ . 
r itself, given the right ci 
ut ill these things ore lor, 



leardofit. Read 
i dealing with it." 
i of thick-haded 
tripe they write," 



ir deeper than 
but the fourth 

hie. if the crm- 



they go wrong. In their i 



Dtnewhit testily. ■ They 
lo ikm. Ir is ttttr that 
rep rimar of this fourth 



y be n'fil," ventured A 



io fanned herself fair 



a newspaper. 



aushed in 

it to infiltrate. Eventually he'said : 
me eluddite. This world, as Is often thought, 
' occupy the same anice n our own I Recline 
a Itnrnlc atrucnirr differs. This la very hird to 
correctly to laymen . . but let me attempt it. 
o_ younelves. let ua say. two ordlniry fiilr 



combs— 1 hive rwo here . . 

He laid them on a small table More him 
sets nf [tcth facing e*ch other. Gradually he 
! ■eeiher mill the Icerh meshed. He [united a 
triumph. Alin and Amu looked at him In | 



(he ts 



moth — they fit together; 



Bv exactly the w ammmt of 
Do you undcrnartd? It is to 
fourth dimenilorul world. They 
' if you an picrurt those 



combs as being invisi 
principles of the thing." 
Alan, with help . i this 



inherited n 
left alone ai 



dependontly— I still hue 

Hut in the meantime yoi 
ample evidence of my isu 
Among!! these cialun 
mc were two large, blankel- 



: the fourth d 



op, btnll litis * 
. For by the narun 



by no, ■ cnnaidcrable degree of equatorial heat, 
absolute solitude, end people about me who would not 
iiii.ii i -lu l l III:' ini|'h. jlh o' .'I ill'- ,'■ w :.:...r. r u.l 
who, if ihey thought me mad, would girt me a wide 
berth und not interfere I fouod all thai heir— sod for 
I have pursued mi- ultimate aim. 
hai ■ slight change in the aiumjc 
tn body would serve the purpose, 
ought this change, and the oictiui 
Sot more than twenty yean. With 
y, supplied by a small hydro -plant at 



" My theory w 

And I have stead. 
of hringing it about, 



He i 



the jungle. Then 
affair, with ■ menu two: 
fifty yard* square, and is 



simultaneously in the two worlds I hove i 
on the current which feeds it, and the m 



t gasped: "Im 
im'd: -Id 



accept the following ai 



of e 



swimming; or flying. Their fitu » 
,ili!' .i;."i ill -ir oicih,.,! ,,|" l.icumntion in [he air would 
be better described as aoaring. 
" I myself, at thai time, wits unaware ol their powers 

to ^'h^d h nvSn ltl,Cy "tot * m , , *'' 1 i ,n, p inJ ' 

' ' btsined fur the purpose They 



•d this world than th 



erf rot 



in Ir II 



copy of 



wspaper. 



id proud of himself. He 
^Alan>»ld; « H™>'; 

That cage, which is all of 
rniected bv avowee charged 



^viii-Binrs i ; i viku miivvi i-rs attack t 

TWO DEAD — PLANE CRIPPLED IN AIR 
- Yetierday there came to hand report, of two 
mysierious dying ^tll.lQ^lcr^ 1 capable u( dimming alio, 
which attacked and killed two men in [hi Africa 
Coastal area. One of the creatures was later dit- 
covcred floating downstream dead, and the mh<r u an 
repoc' id to have [lung irsclf upon the pmpclloi of a 
flying passenger plane, and killed itself. The plane 
reached its destination with out crippled engine, but 



called Alice in Wonderland . . ." 

The Profemorsaid; "Your wife da 
iii aft I nee ihot vim can grasp the rough essentials, of 

to accept the facts. Then — possibly 1 can eriwv my 

"Ten days ago T ventured into this other world, and 
snared several animals in my cage For this iiurnn-r I 
constructed a special compartment, k'h'n.l »hLh i In- v 



are living 10 inspect ihe lio.lies, ml hioloc ,i, ooJ 
naiuralisrs are already on the scene. 

The monster! arc believed to have come from mine 
Jon valley in darkest Africa, 

Alan handed the paper to his wife after gazing at the 
pour, radioed rcpmaVri..!: u rm „n ..id; •• f}im do 
you believe mer 1 ' 

Alan said; "There's liitle else 1 can do— now. And 
you waalus to visit Ih.i-. I. mall diilieri,:..ir- With nm?" 
A- I -ii,t. with the purpose of hunting REALLY 



He apologised for this: " But you wane me to understand, don't ynur" 

" I am uaaciusiomed to having any visitors at alL I" "1 wont you tu kcepgHtrrl" 

trust you will forgive the mmM H having tu He simmered down, while she Hi a cigareiie. 

manage In audi • unall— ind uncomfortable, bed." length he clenched his teeth together and said: •' r 

Alio nid: " Ir.'a great. After sleeping oncimp beds I'll try again! Well . . . we'll" i _• ilur i dr.i| 

for three diyi even > nuttresa on the floor wuuld item water cnnld be magnified to the size of the fiart 

like the height of luiury to us. Thank vou, Profr'Wr." 8,oco miles diameter. • Then the mo! l-iiK-h it is tmi 

He nodded > plcuMnt good night to them, haltine it of would he ah™ l!h' size ol f.'ll !■ :th. Do yuu 



Anna ut on die side ol the bed, the mosquito netting " Ta, dear, that's clear ..." 

punned 10 one side. She looked fed up. She said: "Think goodness something is, it last! Now— 

fcwlli'" ** * IWHCy ymiVt matter, called atom. P EaU^molecX'"™^'" a 

Alan eased off Ills boon with a satisfied grant, said, onm hi nation ol two or more different moms. As 

absently: " Eh?" ciemple, two atoms of hydrogen (which is an element) 

" I Mid thii i) a pretty kettle of fish!" snorted Anna, and tine ainm of OTycen I also an dement) combine to 

her hands on her hips. ''Just n'Atii dr> you propose form a mnlroulc of t!ie stuff you oVial — " 

1 look at this blessed menagerie of his, or whatever "No, dammit — snurrl Dun't he sn thick, darling. 

ft ia?" Bui even now we have not yet reached the zmallut 

Alan said: " But thii Is damned interesting If lie particles, for the atom is composed of elections which 

ttallv has discovered the fourth dimension — " revolve around i central nucleus. These sfeclrons are 

" He's inline." minute electric charges, and revolve round the nucleus 

" I'm not sure about that A lot of his theorising was at the atom milter like miniature solar systema. An 



look — take the rn:,"(y if i.--'. Bot k-t's go a itep further— " 
' "•— ' "let's," y ' • — 



building, me, you— It's all constructed of afoinj. Two body were In c.iaW-e! I l:.r. t":i-v would form ■ raws 

atoms form 1 ntnleci.Ir, and , . ."' no larger than o fiiduad\ Now do you realise that 

" What's i motlaicV Jour body is larrreiy Ipsee and atoms, and that there is 

" The smallest part of a rciM/namd. and ... " plenty of rr-t.ro for a dirfrrrnf form of life to exist in 

" Whti'a a tempmotd?" the selutarnc space?" 

" Two or more rlrmaatfj in curnbiruiion. You jw — " Anna, busy damine a tiny rip In her skirt with bet 

" What's an flafnenr?" portable darning :-e'. '■ '- -d h : m -iJdenly in the leg. 

Alan groaned He grunted : " Will you 1st mc explain He yelped : 

this In mv ore* way? I'm not too clever at ir mvself, " Cinch! Wtur'-- that luff" 

and iT vnti will krrp Kuiiae in I'll c.'t langlcd!" " Vou f,-ff it. darling?" 

"Go ahead, darling." "Of amn.- I felt it," he minted in.l'Oiantly. 

'ell, let's take a molecule, fixst ; I'll try and convey _S!u: «>'■.' oI.t.: 1 1 didn't il:inJ: you sraild. 



some idea ol the lire of these to vou . . . svifiv r | 1C sir ,- vou're largely emv 
measured a molecule ol mnvr. \> "c'.i iind it to be about Aim tore his hnlr in helpless atony: " Mean to 
oor fifty mllli.-nili <f a cmtimci; m diametee ..." yuu still can't Era-pine hole p^inciplo> ,, 



[ .0 i-tui -[■,-., .ore. I one?" 



•' No 1 havei 
"OhUHas i 

" N.i— .hey have wayi and mean-- <>f e-timaiim. Will ''Do you know what 1 mink, my Jove?" ashed A 
su for Heavens sake let me get on with it? I thought deadly. 
™ weren't going to interrupt?" "No — what?" 



i'vi/e.-r.ing a rluoely leg, " Thai years iusi 11 mad as hv mcsiit of 1 1- ■ ! - minda! They con (.0111101 Iht flesh 

*>»P of taair own UMisa try power <lonc. It U u with 
■nor}' uf die o:uiu;es in [hut other place. Bui you 

* * " * See ihey diJ, tirthi after breakfast. The menagerie 

thick arcj laced viiih foliage, and surrounded by a 

Benson greeted them over a dutiful hrciuj-.t uf ihi'rn buma, through which war, interwoven strands of 

bacon and eggs and toast and marmalade, uiin.lii.lt. I by wire. Benson said: 

■ goal, wrong cup of icq. With the sun iliiuinp in " D«Tt touch ibe wirti, They're charged. Not 

Ihroujh Line wide windows and the leafy green of the estusuh u kill but certainlv enough u> deal ■ nasty shock 

trtet outside, Anna cmld aim >si irr.-miuc she was ba,-!i .... .. :lt Irv ing lobcnnsey." 

in England Slie sincrrelv wished it wasn't just irnaein- He iinlnd>cJ 1 raie. and ihev ju --.tJ in They wended 

an*™. She wondered what Alan was going to diag their viay through closely growing Hess, and u they 

her into this rime I walked strange cries, unlike any cries thev hud hitherto 

Benson said: " When you're finished and we've heard, bvvan 10 fill the air. 

smoked, I'll take you alung to sec my — ha, ha — Hocrtingi, squca kings, wailines, groanings, aU hold- 

iDBnagciic. You've never seen anything like ii in vour i P g an rxtie quality, greeted their can. Benson said, 

wildest dreams." churl I'nis ■■ They are hungry. Oh, yes, they cat jiui 

Aran said; " You have quire > lot ol specimen,, ' a , yau or I. 1 in 1 little I.te feeding them to-day. 

"About tea— there .ne he eiaJ 1 wan- ivbrch 1 would Bui we will remedy that," 

be unable to capture sincl;-hjnded. That is where you They reached an Inner fence, about ten feet high, 

two come in, if you want advoinire . . . lie opened another gate, and they Balked In 



Thing! which seemed ■ 
gems, your husband will be an .upematuril beings than living animals. Small, vlctoui 
mu- any monetary cares . , ," looking tweniv-l-irae.! Ivnvi with Intnhcnl flickering 
toiJ; notice. Alan aaid: "We're eves and spade-like tongues. Large dungs, the sir.e of 
ff as it is." uioi, balanced delicately up." frail limbs, and with 

-.. Bullhu mean:, wire dian liHnry "brinn wings sprouiing from their sides. Flying 

sJ Benson, delighted 



3 aitend those with th 



^^hd"'"!' * lt '5j!t" J""* WC '™ a tbr, '* eof the /or^rf elephant. More lit: the old 
yachts and mules of je 



.an give the l'rofessor [he I e],- l.e ;, . : - --" .-|..ie,l Ann.l u, am moths and mastodon", of prrhi 

u'th visiona of pleasure yacht* and muka of jtcel'ejy urllil iuu lee ibcm!" 

f ' J t i ' Ilar '' l ! " f u,pc ^ beginning ,( i wish the 

lin from hnnesLl'y earned" money. And these . ■■ ■ ,u-s V el. ! ■ '■ 1 1 1 -. ■ '.','be ru.i:l Vn ..'I ., ■' 

■01 eom that for is.' v -■ in nerd of wis a hearse :nJ shroud, and you 

Aim 1., ], t.rriuu.li . 1 Vi hat fcrti of creatures are conldr.' 

'' Thejr posse's an unusual power— nne utterly ail n proof 

.-. tllj world- and tli:it 1 lb- power nf m-nd over certain.. 

»iwrl The Hying ataluiei ivokh caused such a stir, eornm^' JJe now fully believed every word iltnsiin 



spoke. H!» eyes gleamed is he peered n the virions hi- ebony fice: " Biwaii am >fr»id o! a*y(l»j|'- 

i ill bnlOa the bora. ghntu," he qualified, quickly. 

When their lour was completed, they- returned to the 41 That'i great, li'e'rf guing nn a hunting c 

villa, tacking the gam behind them. Arrived back, and linn in — er— ncm territory. We want • numbi 

Kited on the verandah, Alio said: "Are ihtre any boy — we'd like tn have you along But mind 

hum™ beings in this world til yuurs, Professor?" expecting to men beasu the like of which were 

yet explored a thousandth part of it. There is much need anything like the territury we're Jjdaoni 

eble to heap do mankind?" willing to rreble P vour wages — what vnu nay'" 

Alan uid: "I'm with you. Not 10 much for the sake " What me say to trebled wages?" grunted Hi 

of the money u for— welt, the otrftrmtnt, the adven-' eyes gleaming. " Me lay okay, tab, by damn yn 

««■" Al"l grinned it him; " Smut fclfer. Hop bi 

He turned to Anna: "Aran, I think you'd better go the villi and grab off the eauipment we've tot i 

hark lr\ ,-amn nr i,a,r ir.l f„r h™ Ti TT.— . t^l- ._ I." It "1 r 



i that, I knew, was enclosed by ■ boitn limflar m 



The cnge 
wortd they 



Alan smiled: "He may turn green, but Bo wain 
■ -'! ictl'iw Ar,! that's what mainly matters " 

the time li -irr.ilar to qurs, although there 1 ! nn tn'in'li- 



/tiflwhenwe 
" Has. what ritar? When 



n gently. 



"Me run back camp, tell boyi n aU right Not 

Admit any search party then. Vou be itaying here, you mean, mh/-" i~ri"*i . 

Vif . t „ , AtM pinned: " Thii raja li ma stertin 

Sr.i t\.n-!lv here. Bawala. vnu'rr a great htrmet. sec. fion't itrarv, R.mnla Pu-rvtriing 

■">',' v™?" riptht-1 hope." he" added in an undertone 
"Damn Hue. nndlcd llui.ila. Kinptlv Liwirr nf Benson smiled at " 



"Good,"' nodded Alan. "Now yon wouldn't be 
11 1". i 1 1 .iM'iii-.r hti scorn it this luggeatJoo. Co allow in 



side of -Jk cage with his bind on a long 

Anna old: "Is it— will there be i 
" No, Mrs. Clayton, there will 1 



i second only is required lor the transition. ]uo stand 
perfectly still and don't try to tight against the vibra- 
tkzu you will feel ill about you, specially on the steel 
plate ufldci your feet." 

Alin murmured: "There's no possibility □! sume- 
thing going wrung and electrocuting us, ii there?" 

" II there were, Mr. Clayran, 1 wouldn't be here 
myself. Now — let's waste do more time, Is every- 
one prepared; 1 " 

Everyone, ii itemed, nil, although Hawaii was 
■cared out of hit dmky will and utterly unable tu under- 
stand what wta going on. The Professor said : " Here 
goet," and threw the ssvitch. 

Nothing happened Anna said: "Well, how long 
ion it take?" 

Alan said : " II you'll open ynttr eyes dear, you'll ace 

" Yea, my dear Mrs. Clayton," smiled Benson, 
jovially. " I can mine you there was no need to dose 
voor c|ti whatsoever. There wis nothing to be afraid 
tif. And here we are . . ." 

Encouraged, she opened her eyes, stared round. 

At flm she thought they'd been ioking with her, (01 
the glen minK bars of the case were where they had 
been. Alan was by her side, and Ben™ beside iKc lever 
Bawala was perspiring in the background, tremhlina 
with alarm. 

Then she began to notice orArr things — that the light 
■ilii.li sh'ine down on them was not the sunlight shr 
knew— it wi! a pallid green shade, making her com- 
panions look most peculiar. Her eyes wandered down 

She resisted an idiotic impulse to crick the old music- 
hall gag, "I've gone all mouldy," and said; " So ihh 
b HP- 
Benson nodded. Anna's gaze followed his pointing 
finger. She stared beyond the cage. 

The sky, the Heavens, were green-tinted. Far above 
hung i planet of alarming proportion! It filled 
prj,-ti,a[[i [.ne quarter nf the ik_s It wis limed green, 
too, and the towering mountain', wide lakes, and Crater- 
Benson said : " There is on night or day here 
lifulhii:,: ft DM An rniirelv difleTCM srrangemrnl 
to that eiisring in our own world." 
Alan was looking at the form. 

Ireei But here similarity ended. These trees were 
peculiar, were afire. 

Each branch twisted and writhed, coiling and 

ui. "Hi, n' like sinuous snakes. Anna noticed this. She 

**^Oht Look— the hnaichii—" 
" Lawd I " breathed Bawala, covering cyea with hands 
Anna said : " There's no hrem . . ." 
" They move of their own volition," eaplalned 



Benson. " Almost everything, in fact probably 
iking, in this dimension, has something nut pitted i. h . 
tapsTl altar) form on Earth. These trees ore alive— in the 
'■iiv-L- thai ihty can move and feel. 1 doubt tlut ibfi 
have intelligence, though, or sight nt hearing They 
can certainly feel pain, and may cry out, as 1 have 
■mi l>'t myself by inflicting a knife cut on uue of them. 
But they ire not dangerous, except to small insects 
which they ensnare." 

Alan turned to Bawala: " AU right, Bawala. Nothing 
to harm you here — yet I " 

Bawala slowly opened his eyes, filled round — give 
■ yelp, and closed them again 

Alan (lid: " What it it now?" 

" There, has—" The boy extended a iJuiking hand 
in IV doa.ti.in of [he ground. About five feci from 
the side of the cage It was moving and un lul.nm,' u 
strange fashion. It was of the teinirc of fine sand. 

Alan summered: "God, it ii moving! Doni tell 
me the very (round is alive, too, Professor?" 

Benson shook his head: "As to that 1 cannot say 
It may be that the ground here Is largely composed 
of living cells, or that a great many microscopic insects 
■bound in It. Bur she mom likely theory, snd one 

see is caused by the passage of some large, subteiranean 

underground?" 

"I have not seen them, I admit, f hive MM 
various movements on my eaploiatintia here, and have 
judged these to be made by s form pf life similar to out 

rud^ better sort out the eqtupmem we will require and 

Bawala being soothed to lome extent by the logical 
ruplanaiion given by the Professor, he began to atrauge 
the guns and packs, but not with- m several ivL.le-rvcl 
glances at the mobile trees In fifteen minuics thn 
were ready in start, and carrying a pick each, elephsnt 
rifle L-i.h. uiih B.iis-.ili. itnlliir. .il.inii behind with net> 
iind steel-iowed trani. Ihty let out. 

Alan said: " What I wish to know is precisely aha 
we are hunting?" 

Benson shrugged: " Anything which— shall we say- 
takes our fancy. This place abounds with forms ol 
Ml-, and .l,'/.n r . urijiions on each form. So sve 
should not be hard put to hhd something irorthv of our 
sttcuilons. There are one nr two larger anlmais which 
t myself nave seen, and these are nur actual quarry 
But in the meantime we will endeai; it to take inythlng 

Alan shook his head: "Was at first," he admitted 
" Rather more interested now, thsn anything." 



iij'luly in hcrtundi., . 

Biwili ni slinking alter ihem, hl» eyes glued to l! 
icruund in Trent of Urn, rcadv to jump clear at die fit 
sign of movement, and givinj a nldc berth to [I 



— al [he edge of thai i river feeds a wide lata, in 
"h-.;, animaV, cmie in drink. We mH sei trap rmi id 
the edgcaaod wpIi ..." . '" ' 



annh.inp von h 
first— Im i rfjpt 
ynnn:1f deeph 
uutinus ni see I 



in ^ri'|ip:.1. 
i the gran 
falling In ccmiderahle 



his ffaeerl 

He nilM till 

Benson smiled K her: " I we no 
Our buninw tvpedliion might |uit ■ 
I And it far man: rsctriim when c 
precisely what one ia huniing." 

" IiVlA.il ill light," agreed Alan. 

The W inchester thattered 
"Wr the H i f\ Collet In 

And frt-m beneath [he ground e 

parted laegcdlv, and a head reared up ti 
Even Wmsnn went pale, the ruddv e 



to the land ahead. 



nodded Benson, purting up Mi gun 
Jephonr em, rook aim, and 
■ ' head seemed 



ged rhe first barrel. The 
It franlk-allv. I he mink swayed 



fr had Left, and ill 
deeply: " That's at* 
"The tint 



drawing li't . I with him. 
sand-like substance was rising and 
agitation. The Pr jfcasor mapped 
a: " Wtncheater, boy." 
<aded rille Hi hi> shoulder. Anna 



ie thing?. 

although T ill ;h [hcv inuild he ni'.rc ill, 

cmrth mole." 

Alan grunted : " Do vnu soppo c the rh 
the power ul growu:s wh..|r ap.iin. I,: • the i 

"No, I think noL ihn c.":l|..,.Tin is a 
of life, and replacements are easily laker 
Nsra.re. Whereas this creature hid a very 
head, even eyes and mouth — quite postiht 
iij hodv, p.Tiioularlv the digestive organs,' 
.■,'iuplL-ait.i. No, I should My that the * 



He muttered: " Sounds like— a drumming noise 
rhr d, L.m.e somewhere." 
^.Anna imiltd^rProbaUv Enwda's knew knods 

Aba. said: " tin linen— you hear it, Profmor? 



"Tes—I do to 

ihhotigh I woul 
consistent ,lnJ m 



Aon. , ried " it— what ll ll>" 
B.t.-.i'.t .3 : i - Calm, now. It'j ilmo-;t 
i he 'V.in the eves; It doesn't t- n. vet 
He e^L-hanged his Winchester [or ■ 1 



he was carrying, and noddin" nwards a large, coo! t 
They rceard.'.l ihr ivater wirti imcreO, almost citato 
in find it cram tike the rest of this irrange wofM. 
It was [KrfeerlT coo! and clear, although, far below 
surface, the sand could he seen lending a prtnlsh 



It fit i ■ dttnlt?" j 

• •hivered, » tb> 
hrlrnrriai. Shea 



bi|i, heavy tun, lhe it 



cruti up there i 
simply do dot en 



last, almost, 

" Then dob do Ihcylive?" queried 

Bcniroi nodded: " They teem la ci 



iil.iiiiI;, .,r 

■ing bnnLkn and ihinp? 



on the surface of this wnrld, MM 
'd things- Either the plain ii heiosJ 

ibtuhitc »n-j— or the li!Juidi her; 
rite, arc ant subject lu that dioukal 



i, they ecitainly /«J pain, Bui I doubt il they 
ry mit* pain— I doubt il they hive ant brain- 
in* that the ay they givi when injured, inipirod 
med nerve centrca, a ItifCty «Mtf»oIw." . 



iter here. Then 
the forest, and 

ninny," idmin< 



whilst we wait for w 
the acolknt breakfast 



overhanging »i 
people walked 



MrriKlf bii-v. whilst the ihrrc BrtHte 
ting lhe side nf the lake. Hens™ pointed 

xr the M.iiv mentioned in the 



e from the t TkiJ' nmhine; thai day. .ilrh^utjh several weir, 

heists enme in drinfc. rind M and Anna sraretirfl ther 
,„,. lj( , ilnr tmh ..rnnl.'.P .- I .,.,1- -Mr. in it C . T , T|„, , .]>,| ,|,,„ 
: here nan. J*™ ,nr,r han when the Prnfnao 

the stranger Jn'imxn! thru rJi.-v 1-., I m-w l„ m here more than [weh 
* ana'enn. ,mu "' ""' tintr'.ill- ih-v rniuM hire been mrtilfi' 
fcfl to us 11 1,1 an E"'*- 

anm quick, . fnf r " c n " 1 "" hl Pre*™* wau-h 

trees there, ' ' ■' 1 l " I'n'ienor said: " I think ih 

™d«— I*! V? T™*' 1 """' n I T „ hflrd "*"'" mtn f 
Aim ntd: " WeVe a treat tflsTmcs 1mm the ca*e- 
f twve captured anvthint- sizable, how the devil an 
it nuns rii i."t ii SjcJ there!" 

Bm-onibK* hi, head. He said- » I hoped m 0. 
We to Iran some n! the lar B rr animals qui If cl-we ti 



i atnpped him quietly; "rJo, ( 



louklug tilings, anirling a 



! iudJ free, think, if 



spatular tail. 
" We'll all hive to like ■ hud 

k weight of Lie on Earth, in pi 



held the net snare. They hid been sprung, mo, and in 
them, lighting and tpitting viciously, rocketing incut 
trying to tear a way through the netting, wa» a creiture 
on larger than > large dog, but with an ilntoit human 
flee, and el fearsome in array of teeth u they bad 

Bawala, wring It was merely an animal after all, 
ihrnned one of the tren, roped the ends of the net. and 
cut it down. The squirming iniping bundle crashed 
to the und, and rolled and heaved in n wild boll of 

^Benson, venturing i little too close, Felt the agony of 
i sharp, raking claw streaking down his leg, opening his 
itouaen from knee to ankle, and his flrsh with them. 

He cursed ind limed a violent kick at the struggling 
wild thing, catching it iust behind the ear. It collapeed 
and lay motionless, suddenly. 

Aim went over. Bent— 

" What the— Why, it's oW t" 

Benion slid: "Damn. I particularly wanted thai 
specimen. It would certainly have made them hap—" 

Anna said: " Wht> bap?" 

" Oh I " Bensun seemed furtive. " I meant the show- 
men we plan tn sell them if— eventually " 



•ra'i watch, getting the big lafely back and into the 
cage. And as they were making the final trip, Benion 
halted suddenly and said i 
" Quick — Bawala, pass mc the ifeiri rifle from my 

flaw-als obeyed, handing him a stubby, metal affair, 
unlike any rifle Alan had ever teen Alan said: " Whai 
kind of wcipon is that}" 

" Designed especially for shooting the animal uttr 
fotfiig m," laid Benson, and added : " By myitlf. It 



Alan 



e fired,' and 01 



Aim tried agait 
Bemon laid: " Their camouflage is perfect — perfect. 
■■ '~\ For lorncthing standing about thirty feet high, 
it the size and shape of an omnibus . . . mm do 
1 ? As green at the trees about it, hut you can 




" It worked — ft to 

With a shrill bellow of raft, the monster charged 
■•l ii llv in", the ires- al..,n it. ,1 m ..|,:in E them down 
ivirh fnrcc r.f ,r< impu Demon grunted: "Le.iT 
the kit *erf— let's get arirr it. are where It f alii 1 " 



They crmhed throu] 



mm of traffic, From far ahead i 
techingi, of ibe i.i.i,: o™ as they we 
r.i -.in, I and the .r.nll bellowing ol 



Forgetting everything in the ridtcmcnl ol [he chue, 
ihcy tore on, oui ol the ireej, an to a long, green pliin. 

Far (head were i range of hilli, iteming ilmoii 10 
touch the low hanging edge of ihe other planet which 
seemed to comprise sli Ihere was of this system. 

Thundering acroti the plain, visible Dow dial it had 
left the natural camouflage of the met, wii the beait 
they were pursuing Only now did they appreciate 
fully in cr-imsa' ' 

Benson penre 
an army!" 
They raced 01 



" Dead?" echoed Alan. " bin I [bought ii »u jim 
drugged?" 

Benson nodded: " Thai wai the idea — but it'i dead 
all right now. Must have had an exceptionally weak 



ted: " Look youraelf I When he mentioned 
re could get /or these beam you wen more 
i / was to gu Into the thing. Well, now 

our necks," agreed Anna. " And limply 
ware too pig headed to linen to Bawala 
d you the right way back to camp that 



Benson said : " Here it ii I " 

They halted in a tired circle, surrounding thi 
bent moniter. Ir had led them a hectii chi 
finally they had lust sighl entirely of it. Bui Ba 
insisted they push do He swore by the drug w. 

have effect. 

They had followed it almoat to The hills, ab 
in prreai boofprlms in the shifting land. 
Now they had found i 



Alan sat down w 



Anna eaied hera 
ihare in the fifty ih 



whore it had thudded down 
it hllla. 

h a groan: "Whewl Thai was 

n, gleefully, " we've got the prliel 
Thi> alone ihould bring an fifry 

back to the other aide," cautioned 

""fU>h< n n. rCmmt 



.1- the , 



t, hotfoot-bathl" 



"We will." promiaed Alan. "Why ihouldn'i we? 
I'm quite prepared to irust to the Professor"! cage after 
ihc dem nn&ira lion we've had already." 

■ Perhapi he la~* little. But u long at he knows 



" So was your Uncle Egbert until—" 

"Fnr the Vail rime," anorred Alio, irritably, "will 
run ktadrj lam i Me rSjbert ™i of ihd? Jun 
remember that if it hadn't been for Uncle Egbert Rn iii C 
us his money, we wouldn't have had enough 10 uke ihii 



■u," aaid Alan with digniry, "tux tn 

It Your Uncte Egbert leave, ui his 
1 afford a trip to Africa— when we're 

take us hack to camp the ■ way — 

-- ljnd\ Between you and your Uncle 



Erten I'll he driven raving auf. 



k fallen rn 



couldn't think «f i tour." 

IJn't niijlr ytra n rome™ But Bw mi 
d tn nirt your nose into busineas t> 

n't, didn't ii? Do you thin* a wfr. 
r husband gt> tdarginfi off anywhere 
hi: along u jee what he- gin nf •■ 

Kan 

t They' 



She picked up her dlirarded hoot auddenlv and sent 
ll Nylin towards him. It itnwli him smartly ™ the 
tnd of the none, honied Mm M. hoards to the sand, wild 



his'flm't any " Anything; dfnr you'd iilie to dn$ 
hall-hearted very dad put whilst ytm'™ jt llf 
mal lifted by her rcmtriti. . Anna It 
mud and laughed aaaln— dttn het ev 
tnt ti. mmf. the bills abme thera. and she gasp-d l 
! Aldn— .l/m—ihete'i— ™» 



urpfnied tfarahn™ .if Anna's wm nm -irVtlv 
The men on the hill were tint, in the fullest 
he mwrf, fun mm They were more. 



ions . " That's right I Tnt ""fled "m anared m a nop on the ground 
.■iii.in'-. i- I. ' W rilteen leet from them. Me looked at Ihe hope 

! Go on—throw the ™™srer hn gaic ■.nt, nn C ry. His flncir mrajor- 
donad feature-, tinged the usual ihghi thade of green 
■d Wiring mddenly, ™ c nr ™ lorbiddlnF 



posressen tne power tMCLiJ il'.ouehu 

harness wltb wJiicb HttalBfc.ivnre 
with a weird brilliance nfln own. 



>ntnrdjv^..ju ttt.iv ™'.« that name face, and he sorry ^Alan hesintted. mid Anna 

She laughed; "I'm mrrv .Man I dnn't rt^jn you Hij hrnwi rataed. He aeemcd 

« you are, ar.j with ■. -i- in.-- ill .-. .j I 1 ■ :i r- ■' ilunrine?" 

light hete 1 You |iv+ V a'tivV '.'.'("•■ui. darlint. In " Yes— minting eantc—amma 

fact, caaetly Ifte ynti did ih;i. nin.hi a- Ann (Wen's He trnti'mitledi ■' Fit what pi 

ratty, when ynti ate all that lobster sahd and had in Alan ttai nary — bin even an 

half me help ynu out!" him. The super being thought, i 



led tu the hilii. " You must < 
is long and bard. Too hard fa 



Alan uid Anna s. 



,der shrugged: " Thai It is ol little con- 
For we cm still ttinipoti yvu, whatever ymrr 
It ii simply that my suggestion would have 
ourney easier for yourself." 
realised tie wai speaking the truth. He 
be example of the two others, and stnlgbl- 
then they fell that strange force lobbim: ilvir 
power again, and they were lifted jtiffly inn 
much the time manner as a magical illusion- 
raiae his subject, and with ilie winged men 



iud in the Court of Golta." 

"Court of Golta?" 

" Tbii i! rhe City of Golta. Below you is the Court, 
ou will stand trial at the twelfth period from the time 



beasts, kill without scruples. Your hunting- 

■■(„■. ::. |im ;iri. .tri! I .: n i v I :I,,|I 1 " 

Ballon grunted: " It's arc hunting for gain I " 
The winged man transmitted : " Thai makes Ii 



" That i> why we da nt 
with your world. If w 
to which your people or 



The city was a thing of grace and power. Sweeping 
lowers and symmetrical ipirei sheered steeply from the 
heart of it into the green atmosphere, almost nbr| .ii:l 
the topmost dills for highest point. The bulk ol the 
■ kj mi Mr) upon the floor of a valley surrounded by 



of the winged m 
ibsrancc the bull> 
sable brow Bartn 
tine lik! it hither 



i's hamcH inn built 



" How else, then?" 

" Our scientists are very di 



entioncd that we should sulTer 
it yet realise the implications of thi 



"Prjiaoar" 
" Not at 
processes of the body, 

old age. and conse 



i will speed u 
After drinking ims vou mil 



n from the invisible 



men let them quicklu down a flighl of steps leading 
imo i ti<- hiliding. and to a long corridor on the lop Boor. 

The tforrrs leading from this corridor pemested neither 
caartnl button.' or handles. Seemingly they nperaeed at 
the command of n builders, ihe winged men.anorher 
evidence of their power oier inanimate objects. 

They slid add* smoothly, and the group pm& in. 
The leader came with them, leaving the others outside 
He i In nib hi : 



" I do not fully understand vour system. I k 
only that you have seconds, minutes, dayi and yi 
But roughly, one of our periods might equal about 
hundred minutes of drinking the potion I 5o ihw 
will not have killed you . . your life will much, 
speeded tuj, and your end will come entircfy naturi 

" Morally It's iliU mutder," grunted Benson. 



The winged man shook his he 
have the lecrn of how to gain ti 



■ of mind aver miner developed 10 



They 



- of The 



green tinted streeu, going about their work and play. 
Aim uid I " Then people seeea Ideally happy." 
And Amu nodded ; " They really Jo teem to have 
found ihe aecret of tine happineii," ihe declared. 
" Culm, leisurely, unexcitablc — ." 

Bensnn turned nervously and walked hank into the 
™f" ; " T^eMd™'' ado *° tN '''' 'f B ™ ntd 
chap who at good II pi 



nauid: "WhaidmeiiilMEr 



iewii. ■n 

n went over, looked om. He said, glumljt 
er drop of two hundred fen, »*»n« ' r 

sorry I soi you people into this." 
ou didn't. We walked In with our eyei juil 
- ™-Vt reproach yourself." 



If I 



—I'll n 



If and him 
suddenly: "Goshl Where'a— Bflnu/n?" 
up. " Good Heavens, I completely lorgot 
i fund ihe oiher side of thai animal when 
i your little Irie-s-tetc with these — nigh- 
y probably caught him, [ool" 



Anna breathed: " No they didn't. They J, 



was bl hidinf Ban 
larly that ihe end] 
when we left for th. 
Alan said : " Gi 

They rr^ps^ui! 



bunch of them n 



CHAPTER VIII 



Anna snorted : " Take a 



ed Irritably about 
ra younelf." 



" You're not going In f*af direction, I'm afru: 
Thty spoke lightls, hut their mlndi wen 
with ihe rraliiaii™ ihn death— and in rheir ov 
not a very pleaaani form of death— faced them 
didn't apeak it all. He wat the moat dinreu 



"I tipect he'll ran back to the cage." ventured Anna 

BeoKn said: "Won't do him any good. He doesn't 
know how to operate it." 

" That's ». PoorBawala. He'll be out of hii duaky 
win. It will be almost ai had for him at for us, being 
tennded In > world like thii." 

Somewhere In the building a brauy gong note echoed 
At™^iai,k "Ugh! Sounds like a fnn. , rjj nelL" 

opened and a tall woman stepped in She wai very 
simJa: :., ihe men, her hair .r., [? f,l time, one breut 
bare, the other covered with n strip of aJJ.r,,.;, ,1 hat 
rMle v""ty Wil,e! K ™ td ™ a "" *** """" ,Kan thl 

Her thoughts nrae to them : 

" You are hungry?" 

Alan found he was famished, and Anna fell peckish. 
Benion grunted a negative The woman wit.i ' -, L , , 
the door and nude , , cir u.e Two more vouna riri. 



■ ! certainly did. 1 ni dog tired. Hope ] didn'i 

:Ie seemed Leas troobk-d now. itmc resigned. Thcv 
it OBI after the winged nun. Uom ■ long sloping 



Anon said; "Oh. well, we'll have m make 
nflt. I'm on a vegclahl; diet imylnio." 

The fruits, ihoiich >trangc, were pteaunt 
Tbey made quite a fair meal, and when il 

,l.y . I. >..-.! ajrsin. ^ ^ ^ ^ 



to o.ci ■nmeiutep 1 ' 

tancously. Akn and Anna huddled together in thi 
tamer of lilt roam, talking In I™- torsti. Alan, s: 
" Darling, I'm damned sorry t gnf you into rJrii." 

There m no iting in Annaa reply. Her voice, 
low and soft. She pressed hi* hand to emphasise 
words: " Vou didn't, Alan, dear. I [misted on nu 
a nuisance of myself and coming along. And I'm 

'^^^rler'*!^^, wistfully: "When I think 



centre of the romn. Their guide turned, retired. 
vnr'i-hiTI! (hri'uch llic J"T »lii.]i t1"M l]"i:1 h-rl: iniT 

him. The thrrc were led I ^ iIil three judges, in 

thevw. silent hill. 



isomer! like Sve cons, they faced the three rohed, 
Eghert'Ttir era- Tending" us "the "meed men whom they took to be some kind of judges 
Than Ihe centre one t-egan in rranMnli Wi thoughts 
" Yon will present 'he 'in which i- mii'Kd aeairrst 
i he prison rts. D.i!i."he ir.-n rined. 
if he iii take a hite out of Pckie— I alaays loved him," The yvtnged nun nil ihe right leaned forward slichilv 
Alan gaicd it her in surprise. Then he grinned", .. Tllc „j 10n(IS ,„ ma ; Iom ^ , hllJ dimension 

They fell very close sitting there fn the shady, green - ; n . L|h| , t|l i nrn ,f, i , - |. \;\ '1 ivc long been aware 

together in in emergency like this. They gained co.nf._Tt InhViman are ifle's'pecies which i«hahuk. U The prlilaacrs 
'T^.f^'^TtV. __i_ ""'WW 1 " m * " in, P !e " f " ! mrit 



ihey then, so WcLcrni that they would needlessly kfll? " 
" I have gone into the history ol their world, u much 
Benson rutioed his eyes and looked lip. The dr>QI a. is known, from every aaele. A 1 1 1- 'ic-h ill,-.' pride 
had opened. On- "( thu '.ringed men stood there. ir.,Tvelvrs upon bane ihe zcnilh nf nil livinc thi.l-i, 

" You ■■'ill loll' w me." thcv Jie far from this, being, in ih r ■kgencrocy, almost 

The three rose. sl'".'k' Benson danced m his watch, ai the (wriow nf The scale. They do possess a certain 
He said : "' Il iceiB'tli!) fl tht time. Tre ilt-pt ten arnount of crude intelligence : bui only a few of the 
hour, .peciei hive oven touched on learning the fundamental 

Alan uld : " Ton quite -nir-ved It. too." truth,. 



" They hunt (or food, and they hunt for iport , , 
[hey IdJ! for food. ,i„l il„-. til! .pott! Some of die 
"ui /en for .port [ 



world sod 



aii world kill ft 
n here Li< heea 
> ■laughter one of the OOeua b 



:,. i.v r'u 



brought foe judgment They 

nothing wrong in ihii idling, end were surprised when 
they learned the penalty for the aus." 

" li there, then, no way of teething than the mitbi? 
We can rath .heir weld otiraclvn Ha. not the Co». 
[rolling Force tried to after their ways?" 
" Many rinses. Once, nuy yean ago by their 



Amu whiipered : " They're not only trying u— 
they're trying the whole of our civilisationl" 

" For," continued Van. " There a much good 
■mnopt the bid. I lamed of nuy kind deeds which 

^ii!TilT"5nttV m 01 d,rtn h ** h TI,cy [Jgj 



" The 



To til 



h blaring 



urn which they 
other birds, the 
of which are ol 



were killed, killed without mercy. Even innocent arm- 
participtan suffered, when they unleashed fury Irom 
the skies upon die heads of those below. They perished 
rmserably, and were going the right way to dntniy 

" Our greatest wise men Died to gain control of their 
mindi across the Veil. But It was uielen. Besotted by 
maddened iniiincts end Jura, our powem were useless 
to iwiy them. They fougbi on. Once, one of out 
elders operand to them, above i battle field where 
ihti w.uiJ have joined combit. They fell beck in iwe, 
jnd knrlt before him But his power to appear fided 
reidly, and hit effort; were useless . . . " 

Tht skald i 
iii-iIiiiij 
" Since ihen, hi| 



V . ^ T>K 7 d " hm " ^ nfv 

lis which would not hum them. Bui they tie not 



te igo, the Controlling Force d< 

nnct with the three dime™ ions 
f Earth learned of our preset 



:e any wrong in these ■ > 

"Then ihey mum eonfii 
*n world," stated the pro 
II us they came here in hi 



. I* Jligh Ok said: - h jam 

Vone nodded: "His, High One." 
The centre ipokrsnan, whom the- 
i be then- sole fudge, faced them, li 

" Is there anything you with to vey 

Vou may apeak." 



le paused upon them, 



Voni nodded: "There Is ■ little. High One." 
"Theo you will speak in [bcii defence." 
" I will apeak. I too have made i close study of th 
records of this puce called Earth. [ find that the mn 



iilliiid 
emplw?" 
" Had vol 



I'.Y.f I. 



" First, with your tfamncd high 
i the way you treai ltnmgtri to your 
can we help It If we were brought up 
uiimals ■ diverting nnrfi.se? Thirdly, 
nb t>iurrrif 



tt'Aof , 



S(Th O^e'cilmh/'"' *" " S ' f0U ' ™" nl " cd lhc 

, :"Ufc -wtoa. mt laws to 

intend to Ufa ™n? I. no, ,h.t ...i,., 



VOUT«bwI,wj 

"We do n 
'peed them 10 



>W lists. Merely tc 
icluilog, [hat u. all. ' 



be taking lilt rrhickrrrr way ym an 



AUntKd: "I ci -. 



ipeik. You're doing mm hum 
Win good." 

Boiling with fury, Behsou Jtepped *•<*. took 

,,P Vou hive tried u>, in mm ledum, and judged tu 
guilty. I In: is plus. You iniind to kill us Bnt we 
ask for one list dsancc — wi will return to our world 
in the manner thii wc cunt. When wc hive gone, you 
may destroy ihc appertain which enables IB to g*OP 

The High One ibook hii head : " Tb» u imposiMc 
For one of you, or off of you, have the 
What has once been done may be done again." 

Benson was forward again: " I aim bold the 
of entrance," he said. " And 1 promise ool rn at 



The guard turned, escorting the ll 

prhaoen, and led them insm the Court Room, leaving 
the three winged beinga in >it In ludgemenr npon the 

Beam gturntd: " Well, there It la. Now we know 
fun bow long wc have to live — between thirty and Bfry 

Anna shuddered, and Ahm'a aim tighiincd ahemt her 
BCnmct apake to the guard: " Where is thii place m 
which we are to be nkcii?" 

" [t it onjhe Weal Hill, overlooking the km There 



r evil ways before the hour of your 



knows nothing. Hag Wiled nothiftg." 



world ii progressing rapidly. The itom his b 
—and Ii will not be long before athtfs of our 
able to enter your world You would do well ti 
a — meet your peecc — allow ui in it it et 

But the High One raited his face and q 



ry were taken over by ■ waiting pone, and under 
of the miraculous powen of the winged beings, 



The W 



n -he rn 



, Htetf 



leruely populated. The huililing rn which 
tllcy were tratupened towered far ibdvt :ill others, rising 

sparine a *ithtn iwenty feet of the summit. Their 
guidrs conducted them up a spiral stairway, to the top- 
most rnnrn M the place, and here they w~- '-' 



re left to their 



Iml 



c the I 



' imnd tin's uncc. 
dee* the nity ogun 



■ On behalf of the Controlling Force, and being in 
rmiiesslon of the necessary quaHilr" which en^fljinetfi 

ra rej"taLn rn the pin ( oil tbt Wrai llii:. ;.m1 ihei 
ennfined lor a period not ruteeding fifty period^ and 
not lest than rhrm periods, thenct ro Ot aSSaei In 



Iknsofl strode round the haknnt 
c sheer rock. .-He looked upwards, 
:'ie only, abnua twenty feet from ihi 

"Might « well be twenty, tl 



he aide taring 

;."E5ff 



I suppose so _ U'i ^a ^".jjj'y* Lbo ^' " lhert 



™ get m out of here. Biwnli, BH mike you rich lot 



Benton inorlcd drastically . " I hey're too damned 
lii^M [,j leather wilh mjlenol comfurlb. J suppose 

ihcy live Spartan liven themselves. The rial miiht— 

Time dragged tor them, there. All ihey bid 10 do 

the airne green-tinted iky, the game sheering tower- nr 

They ttoied once or twice; ud once food, comiiiii 
ui the rooo and /nut, was (nought to them. This tin 



swing outward,— *ec if tH!d££ up'" 1 **** ™ 
He ititted to .wing ,hi rape down— it reiched the 

..hi >iJ. direct „!.,,,,„; iJk balcony, wily, Ht 

iwunj 11 ouiwird, uu! UaiKn gribhsd it. 
Ben™ uid: "you go fir,,, Clayton— you cu help 
he™ l^"^ 1 *' fe 'o™ lut Quiti, 

Alin rmdded, ud gripping the rone grimly, begin 10 

g*> upward! lowird. B.wil.. The tope wie [leader 
But " '"XT* he ""'Bed ihe dllf edge, 

and sunk panting on u> the ground. 

m'the" rope ' lei?*"* 'fta* "" > ' ^ 

jwiuuj over the edge of the cliff, the rope tied about 



TllCy Vr 



Benwn grunted: "f can't hear anything — never 
anything to heir up here ! " 

Alan said: 41 But thete reor tomcthing ... a clattering the\ 
noiie. Did von hew it, Anni?" Alii 
She rubbed droway eyes. " 1 waj dozing, Alan." 
Alin »id: "Uitcn— there it li man I Like— lite 
• atone or something clattering on the bnlecny — " 

Bcaon got 10 hia feet. He uid eidledly : " By God, 
it 11 titoac clattering oa the balcony I" 

The dull, metallic rattle nuodcd again Eagetli Ihey 
crcqnM out, itared upwards. Bcmon uid ; " Herc're 
' L """ af them — hut what — ?" 



A black, wick-eyedfi 

ma nmcd hy ■ WnUy head 01 niir. 

•Man ■■ ;J: "If, BAWALAI " 

" Hu« did kt get here?" gltped Ihe inured Auiu 
" Whit does ii matter note he got bere?" laid Benaon. 



Good. Off you go-well fe-lbw." 
Bawtli ludtng, they began the trek acrou the hllh 
lorrtd pact. Amu wi, „ nry [ rem tnF a , lic a , ^ 
', and hid to be helped along by 
■-. — — j Et»d Urne, ind only once had 

take cover when a pirty of the winged men net. 
«*e them, heiehng for the city. 
Ai rhey hy low, Aim old: "Yon cemlnly ire • 
-'- Wh« hippened to „„?» 



■« I"" wun nira men, tint ] it 
rite* n " TI ^™ ■ ^ ™"° *** 

hether like 01 not. Find ciry, lie Inw for nuny hour', 
itching to t» where vou be oka. After while bird 
ico 1 come from top of building wilh you, 8y tcwirdi 
other building on edge of citv Me wuch them take 



" Can you gum out of 
" Me try, damn fine, ad 
:-:.j]g rope from kit, and gl 



tnEliiiwi 



n Good lob mi come, then. Me giad wh ™ I"*-" 
Ben™ hined: " They're out of light now. Let- 



hn intclliaente wa> no! no developed at thai r-f hi- 
employer!; whatever it waa he forced hi> h!in> hop 
acrom the age, end though he dreaded to touch the 
lever, In gripped and fulled U— 



Thev puied the dead OOnu beaat lying when li 
had fallen at 
irAjctatotly. ate 



iniiulairj will, everything hx*e«l eiactly 
eft it They collected their (alien equip- 
*ay, and puihed on. 

i joit u we It/I ill Thanh God they 



S h^' Map 



it, i< thev had been placid. Nnw tbey h»d 
from the effect! ol the drug, and Benson 
" Thank the Lord they didn't all muff i 
OOnii bean. Thai would have been the II 
Alan punted; " Ptnonally I couldn^i 

cototry before I'm in an iUU to gel away, 
hurry— Ihey may 6nd aiu we've gone, mutt I 



pointing IP a 
^•Thewam 



iii.pril™ ■■•>< movemrnta, »ei 
They feU into the cag< 
■ i-nnii.-ntlv ever to the lever 
luddenly in eteep dire., and I 
They hid urn the fugitiTnl 



n the winged men enerdied ti 



Perhap" hecauK hr 
:r, perhapa " 



CHAPTER X 



d pleasantly enough, 
rnt he had dfrroJy 



iru' ilic ■ .igi" Heivin nunit j1l.ii!,! -n : ml - , 
umber offtrt epproathing iperit in the 

dmanl" 

* Lei'a get I" and pull thai lever— if thev 



la fanciful FheDrmng, to 



ig dayi patted quickly, with Alan and 
t spend the balance nf their trip hiking 



LoUeetfnn nfbcaal 
pnmid, Alan and hli wife hf 



^ttSTSSSXSSSSS S35WS 





i^HkSrJ^^" " r ' u ~ " " "* 11 

" Ht'j (Kding Ih«c bcMB rev mm, ^ ^ . „ ^ 




as igsfarftitsasffss 



sSffiE9£38$5S 




sminship had loJd, and [he only belli tu 
shoi ihraugh the bruin. 

% levelled be Aim. end bis linger woi 



behind ihe bomi — Miring oiher i 



1 itself 11 Benmn, ind in paw 



Benson, wiih [he 1 



■'" ,l,,lJc . *"". «iJ hmgins. liu mi. 
I- I: I'uiil [CLrli iiirci ,i '.v.- una, crunching ih 
•brieted, threw hinuclf backwards. His elb 
against ihe conlrol lever . . . 

re wo nothing to be 



wing! 



ipe a/ai*— they m-.tiU rake I 

'Ailll'.l'd J|;|J L i] 

i deuroyed the cage — ihe se 



Wo"~r m o 
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SHE HAS THE SECRET 



I revived one of juur Histories ah.,,1. ihree *«Ks aeo and ii 

iwk 1 -as always «„!■,..„[ ■ , ,. thinks 10 you ] ai 

8.10,45." ' 1 ' 

^ INCREASE IIS WAGES 



. already after one rortnighi we 
— rcase in wages nnejpecLed. s ' 
ke the pair complete. (Mrs.) 

LOST HIS JOAN— 



L«™'.. HOMELESS 

OOKLD FOR A UUI -.1 I ok I i ii u 'i I vhs (in lo.in G,.i , ![ LW Got ajoh u well 

) b J0.45/- Or dnvlng - 1>iraw noIe 1 have beIa nfier a h " UK for J usl °n four yean. G. S., Army Fire Service. Slough! 
MARRIED A MILLIONAIRE 
. . ol m> .'ik-i 'I- I-""' »,.,„ J- - 1 :h h each since receiving your mascots, and another has married an 

Mm mrllionntre Please lorward me one Joan ihe W.d and one Jack 0'Unteru. L". E. Levcnshulrae, 

BETTER JOB. MORE MONEY, LESS HOURS, IMPROVED HEALTH 
Ms dc.ir Joan . She has brought me continual good luck and her influence spreads to every sphere 

.h. 'j'^'.-^ l*^™''* 1 " and adherens. She rides in my pocket day and night and never leaves me. . 

02, JOAN'S COTTAGE, "lANI \ET> IbODM I N 



